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Six Admirable Essays.

With the exception of Mr. W. D. Howells
and Mr. Henry James, we know of no Ameri-
can writer in whom soundness and fecun-
dity of thought are so generally combined
with felicity of expression as they are in
Mr. W. C. Brownell, the author of *Vie-
torian Prose Masters® (Scribners). In
reading him we recognize that we are in
the presence at once of an independent
thinker and of a master in the art of com-
municating ideas, Here is a man, one
feels, who is qualified for exposition, not
only by wide obrervation of life and close
study of books, but by a mind no less re-
ceptive and tenacious of impresaions, how-
ever delicate and fleeting, than is the sen-
sitized plate of a photographer. In his
writings we not only catch the aroma of
culture, but tasts the more pungent savor
of first-hand reflections on the complex-
fties of human nature. As for his culture
ft is pervasive, not spectacular, not ex-
hibited in elaborate parallels or far-fetched
comparisons, llke Macaulay's; but barely
intimated by the choice of an epithet, a
stmile, an illusion. The very large part
of knowledge which we must needs acquire
from books seems in the case of Mr. Brown-
ell to have undergone a process of appro-
pridtion unusually complete. It has not
been merely ticketed and stowed away
in convenient oells of the cerebrum- it
seems rather to have been assimilated
into the native substance of the brain;
one might almost say that it has been dis-
tilled into the elixir of a personality. There
s many a passage in the book before us
which for condensation of knowledge
and compactness of thought, coupled with
fluidity of utterance, recalls the prod-
ucts of distillation. If we dwell a moment
on this point, it is because nothing more
oharms a reader—he s seldom charmed
fn this way—than to see culture not dis-
played as a jewel, hard-won and held
correspondingly precious by its owner,
but worn lightly as a flower. It ir of the
very few who cast this spell upon us—a
spell which has a moral, as well as an in-
tellectual, noum——!hat we say, “They
write with distinction.® There is a quality,
however, even higher than distinction-

It is borne in upon the reader
of these essays that they could only have
been written by a good man.

To give reasons for our opinion of \(r
Brownell's work is but too easy. We have
only to extract here and there a sentence
from his appreciations of Thackeray,
George Eliot and George Meredith: the
easayn on Carlyle, Matthew Arnold and
Ruakin should be reserved for another
occasion. The paper on Thackeray is a
proof that cordial, nay ardent, admira-
tion need not exclude nice discrimination
For example, Mr. Brownell concedes that
Thackeray “had no talent for abstract
thinking, for abstruse philosophy * He
had, however, a criticism of life, and it
was a healthful, a consoling and Inspiring
one. All his novels are informed with
it, and receive from it a kind of benedic-
ton. Mr. Brownell does ample justice

to Thackeray's view of human life. *To |

assume,”

we read, *that he has no philos- |

ophy would be to ignore the xiguificance |

of one of the most definite and complete
syntheses of human phenomena that have
ever been made, and a synthesis, moreover,
fncomparably buttressed by the acutest
anaiyeis and the most ocopious illustra-
tion.” Nr. Brownell goes on 1o say that
Thackeray's ideas *are moral ideas rather
than metaphysical--the ideas for which
Voltalre eulogized English poetry—and
ha deals with them powerfully, cogently,
winningly, rather than refining upon them
and following out their evolution as a dis-
interested axercise of the mind. They are
the ideas, too, that inspire human motives
and govern human action in familiar life
and in the individual, that contribute to
tle making or the unmaking of character

his chief preoccupation rather than to
the development of the intelligence ™
Again: *There is no missing the tenor
of his [Thackeray's] gospel, vwhich i< that

character is the one thing of importance |

in life; that it is tremendously complex
and the easiest thing in the world to mis
coneeive, both In ourselves and In others
that truth is the one lnstrument of i's per
fecting and the one subject worthy of
pursuit, and that the study of truth s
closes littlenesses and futilities in char
acter at its best, for which the only cloak
i charity and the only consclation and
atonement the cultivation of the afections *
This, then, is the conclusion at wlhich
our suthor arrives: “If Thackeray Lad no
head above his eves, hie had at least a heart
below them, and the fact is a contrclling
infusnce in his philosophy ‘Sure, love
wnee ommnia,’ exclaims Colonel Famond
in & familia passage, and the principle »
everywhere fundamental in Thackeray's
realistic’ scheme of things not love be
tweoen the seies, Decsssarily Lot e
thoularly in any of its manifestations, but
love as the universal principle o whieh
wue salvatton W lnseparably  attached
Humor s ‘ot and love, in his defini
lasve o the Inspiration of the awe’ and
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otantly omlobrating, of the hunulity and sin
plicity he incarnates in bis winning cha
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The Saalfield Publishing Co. call the attention of the gi(t giving public to the following new,
original, instructive and entertaining illustrated books for the nursery and kindergarten.

Jingleman

Jack

His pictures and rh

Of the caliings, the crafts
And the trades of the times.

Verses by James O'Dea.
llustrations by Harry Kennedy.

Designed by €. J. Cos

This book cnnulul the pie-
tures and rhymes
Of Jivgleman Jack, a man

be termed by
youth and b{ nuhh

And ‘every one elsa as
ofall trades.

in Rhymes
and Jingles

Verses by Alexander Clarence Flick,
Illustrations by Carl T. Hawley.

One hundred and ninety stories of
the beautiful myths of long azo, the
wonderful adventures of the world's
heroes and heroines; lu..y:lluumud
with dozens of full-page pictures,and
many pen and ink sket hes. Hand-
some front coverdesign in four colors,
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His Book

Verses by Adah L. Sutton,
Ilustrations by W. H, Fry.

fllustration printed in

brightcolors accompanies each verses
Over 100 large Xnuu. unusually at-
tractive front an

back color designs.

A delight and a joy

little ones.

Sold wherever books are handled. Handsomely bound in boards, exceedingly bright cover designs, 4 to., price $1.25 each.

THE SAALFIELD PUBLISHINC CO., - -

AKRON, OHIO.

DECEMBER 7, 1901.
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G’be Real Latin f‘: e
Quarteror Paris <

BY F. BERKELEY SMITH ©

fascinating Bohemia of gay Pari

models, grisettes, bails, cafes,

There are about 100 original

s by the author, two
tures in color by the
rated French carica-
urist Sancha, and a wa-
ter-color frontispiece by
F. Horkixsox Ssirm.
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CHRISTMAS BOOKS

“ One of the greatet world "
IN MAFANIAM
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A BEAUTIFUL THING IN COLORS

simply send your name and h,.,,
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it the Old World,
finely
high romance as well as
tory from the first line to
the last. ‘T'here are tour
full-page half-tone illus-
trations by George R,
Havelka. Handsome
cover design infour colors.
A capital gitt book
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THERE 1S NO BETTER CHRISTMAS GIFT |/
than gilt-top, gold-lettered "\
, /
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CLEAN, STRONG, ORICINAL, |29
AND THE MOST|H

AMERJCAN o
BEAUTIFUL CLOTH BOOK EVER |}
PUBLISHED. 2
By IRVING BACHELLER Author of EBEN HOLDEN |2

I0th THOUSAND >

With 8 Hinstrations by F. C, Yohn Price, $1.80

THE LONDON TIMES N

ablest and most conservative newspaper of the Eritish !mplro, /'/
says of ""D'ri and | " Vs

R. BACHELLER is admirable alike in his scenes | (N

of peace and of war. He paints the silent woods | 5%
in the fall of the year with the rich golden glow of the | g
Indian summer. Heis eloquently poetical in the lonely |§ I
watcher’s contemplation of thousands of twinkling stars | ¥
reflected from the broad bosom of the St. Lawrence ; and | #%
he is grimly humorous in such dramatic episodes as |o§

when Bell, who changed clothes with a scarecrow, plays | ¥
the scarecrow’s part within range of the bullm, when | 4
three of his friends have been marched out for execu- | N§
8 | tion by a firing party. Nor does anything in Crane's | B!
N [ « Red Badge of Courage’ bring home to us more forcibly (%
¥ | the horrors of war than the between-decks and the (8§
£ cockpit of a crippled ship, swept from stem to stern by | B!
) | the British broadsides, in an action brought d oufrane | %
¥5 | on Lake Erie."’ ~
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EBEN HOLDEN

Nearly 400 THOUSAND sold in England

%| Cen. DAVID B. HENDERSON

4

and America. .

Price, 1150 | Nig

.
P

{Speaker of the House of Representatives) says:

“Dearold I'h' When troubles and burdens press upon me, old F'b g

can lighten them. ‘Eben Holden' is one book in thousands. 1t ||

goes to the heart; h lifts the character; it makes character; it will | i

keep the voung good, and make tie old better.” p
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FRANCE

A Sixteenth Century Romance
By Mrs. Caroline Atwater Mason

Impressions of Somne Revewers:

“Intensely dramatis.” — The Press, Accurate and fascinating history "
Phtla Hook Neu s

“lhis exauisite told story s “A recital of surpassing interest
even more than gond."—<Dr. Floyd superb character draw-
W. /imhins ng "' —(hicago American

wEar and away above the i “Brilliantly written.”"— New York

Far an away above the aveiag Ubsaruar

The Book Buyer 4 '

“Throws a clear hght into a cor.

“Cold facts mouided into living, ner of history hitherto deep in

burning tiction The Stantard shadow .’ The Inter-feean
PRICE, SLIO NET rostpaia. 51 28

Published by

THE GRIFFITH AND ROWLAND PRESS
bor Sale at 1328, 23rd St , Co lLexington Av:.
And a'l Leading Booksellers
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'BOOKS
FOR
CHRISTMAS.

One of the greatest Christ-
{ mas stories ever written is ‘“The
Other Wise Man,”’ by

Dr. Henry van Dyke.

The author has taken an ine
cident in the visit of the Wise
Men and has woven it into a
story of infinite tenderness and

wer. It is one of the great
stories of Christmas time.

» L ] . L ]

Another great book—speci-
ally for Christmas—is

Women of the Bible.

It is written by the most eminent
Bible authorities—Dr. Lymaa
Abbot, Dr. Henrv van Dyke,
Bishop Potter, Cardinal Gibbons,
ete. l;t is superbly illustrated
and royally bound in purple and
gold—a royal book inside and
outside.
- » * -

Verse in artistic binding is
al\vavq suitable for Christmas
' giving. A new book of poems
' by Thomas Hardy has just been
' published, called

| Poems of the
" Past and Present.

It is unnecessary to comment
on Mr. Hardy's work.

L L) * »

Now somethine entirely dif-’

ferent—humorous pictures by
a great humorist.

The Confessions of a
Caricaturist,

by Harry IFurniss, formerly of
“Punch.”  Mr. Furniss is un-
doubtedly the world's first car
toonist, I'hese are his experien-
ces with all kinds of celebrities
both bere and abroad. He
writes inimitably and has pie
tured the text with over three
hundred of his own drawings.

If vou want fiction Arthur
Colton’s new novel, just pub-
lished, is one of the best, t is
1'H”t‘l|

a9
“The Debatable Land.

It is a story of Civil War
times. 1The love interest con.
cerns an atiractive young girl

who enhists under the Red Cross
in & southern fi regiment.
Onpe of the characters is the poet

W hitian

Shiting

. . -
Or short stories,  Here s &
volume by the author of one of
the season's big hits—*Laznrre,”
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